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UM TO HAVE 'SPECIAL RELATIONSHIP'
WITH FIRST AMENDMENT CONGRESS
MISSOULA—
The University of Montana has lost its bid to be the permanent home of
the First Amendment Congress, a national organization promoting better
understanding of the importance of free speech and a free press.
However, the congress wishes to have a continuing relationship with the
university, said Charles Hood, dean of the UM journalism school.
"They've eliminated us as a finalist but have told us they want to
establish a special relationship with the journalism school because they're
impressed with us," he said.
Hood said that future possibilities include making the university a
regional headquarters for the congress and collaborating with the congress on a
major First Amendment conference to be held at the university.
The University of Montana was one of nine universities that were
finalists in the site-selection process.

Finalists' proposals were judged on

the basis of such factors as location; quality of and support for programs in
journalism, law, business and public affairs; and the possibility of joint
projects with the congress.
The University of Colorado has been chosen as the site of the congress,
according to congress chairperson Jean Otto.
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Hood said tliat UM's location is the primary reason the university was
dropped from consideration.

The site-selection team reported that Missoula

"obviously is off the main airline routes."
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